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PREFACE

Weed infestations of freshwaters in the United States, particularly
the southern states, have increased tremendously in the past 10 to 20 years.
This is especially true of Florida, where exotic plants such as hydrilla
(Hydrilla verticillata) have infested many water bodies. This submerged
plant is established in every major watershed in Florida and has spread from
Florida through at least eight states into California. Hydrilla is espe-
cially troublesome because control methods are costly.

Chemical weed control programs are presently the most effective control
measure; however, the cost of herbicides is increasing and restrictions are
becoming more stringent. It is evident that even though nuisance aquatic
weeds are increasing, we will, by necessity, use less chemicals for weed con-
trol in the future. :

In order to reduce chemical needs and achieve long-term control, bioclo-
gical control organisms are being investigated. The most promising of these
organisms appears to be the grass carp (Ctenopharyngodon idella), for it com-
sumes vast quantities of submerged vegetation; however, the environmental
impact of this species on sport fish populations is not well documented.

This symposium was organized to bring researchers from various parts
of the world together to discuss the role of grass carp as a weed control
organism. The papers contained in these proceedings should provide valuable
information and insight into future research needs.
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